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weth, born in 1760 (therefore probably son of Thomas, see 
above), was at the Falls (Louisville) in 1779. It was he who 
married the widow Hinton. Their son, Jacob Chenoweth, mar- 
ried a sister of Hon. Samuel Haycraft, State senator of Ken- 
tucky. 

A Chenoweth family was massacred by the Indians in early 
days in Kentucky. Draper collected much information on this 
incident to be used in his Border Series. Much additional in- 
formation on Chenoweths might be had by consultation with his 
MSS. 



ORIGINAL LETTERS. 
Thomas Jefferson to St. George Tucker. 
Dear Sir Philadelphia, Dec. 16, 1792. 

The bearer hereof, Mr. Edwards, son of the Senator of that 
name from Kentucky, goes to Williamsburg for the benefit of 
your law school. He is a young gentleman of good understand- 
ing, considerable reading, and great thirst for knowledge. As 
such permit me to recommend him to your notice & patronage 
& to your aid in the article of books, which generally forms a 
difficulty with young men not yet furnished themselves. I am 
persuaded that any friendly offices you may be so good as to 
render him, will be worthily placed and ultimately produce satis- 
faction to yourself. I am happy in every occasion of renewing 
to you assurance of those sentiments of esteem and respect with 
which I am, Dear Sir, your friend & servant, 

Mr. Tucker. Th : Jefferson. 



Mark Alexander to B. Tucker. 

Washington, 

Wednesday night, Feb. 6, 1833. 
Dear Sir: 

I reci d your letter of Sunday night, today, & herein enclose 
the Morphine desired. 

The wafer, as well as the one of a previous date, had the ap- 
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pearance of being slit & pressed together again. In all communi- 
cations from you or M r . Randolph, it may be well to apply the 
sealing wax, which he always does. My last letter to M r . R. had 
not time to reach him, I presume, before you wrote. 

The N. Y. Standard enclosed will give you the report of its 
legislative committee on the proclamation &c — pretty much after 
the style of our Gen. Assembly, where each party can take as 
much as suits his own side. It is inferred here from it, that V. 
B. is not exactly prepared to join in with Webster & Co. I 
suppose he takes his cue from Ritchie, by denouncing nullifica- 
tion, while he professes great devotion to the principles of 98 
& swears lustily, that they mean no such thing. Even M r . 
Stevenson has come out to aid the Pres. in his views, which I 
presume will place his mission abroad beyond all doubt. He 
even doubts, whether the withdrawal of a majority of the Sena- 
tors & delegates by the States would disturb the action of the 
Gov 4 .. When such men set up themselves as expounders of the 
constitution, and whose names are to be appealed to as authority, 
I think it high time for the greatness of Virginia to go down. 

It is now believed the enforcement bill in the Senate will not 
get through — Clay in all probability will separate himself from 
Webster; if so, his influence will be thrown with the South, & 
thereby defeat it. Forsythe will probably be the only man South, 
on this side the Mississippi, who will go it. 
With my respects to M r . R. 
I remain, Y r Obt. Svt. 
B. Tucker, Esq. M. Alexander. 



Carter Beverley to Thomas W. Gilmer. 

Westmoreland County 

2&th Januy 1839. 
Dear Sir 

Unknown to one another as I am pretty sure you and I are 
(except from your standing & high political character, you are 
very well known to me, I take the liberty of addressing myself 
to you:), I would solicit from you an apology: but I can assure 
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you I require none — we have been both long laboring to save 
our country & constitution from the fangs of an invidious & 
shameless party, & feel too much interest in the good cause, to 
be at all scrupulous, where it may be utterly unnecessary to be 
so. 

I sincerely congratulate you upon the great unanimity w* 
which you were inducted to the Speaker's chair. I hope you will 
long remain in it, & that after a few years the honor of it may 
be considerably regain'd: It was once, & for a great while, a 
distinguished mark of high public approbation, & was a substan- 
tial evidence of a man's public worth. But sad & sorrowfully 
indeed has the old Dominion tumbled from that high eminence 
of glory & political virtue — it long & long ago felt the severe 
sting of erring democracy ; & now bears solemn evidence of its 
great devastation, & utter ruin of society : Let us pray, hope for 
better things & much better days, & exert ourselves to recall 
things from utter destruction, & restore to the good old State 
something of its former high dignity, wisdom & solidity. I 
hope it is not too late to do it, & that resolution is all that is 
required. 

A few days ago only I rose from a sick bed to which I had 
been confin'd by 26 days of severe illness. I have turn'd over 
the News papers of that time, & actually feel a dread &. alarm 
about me, that the Whigs or a portion of them are about to pre- 
cipitate us into deep disgrace & irretrievable ruin. I took it in 
w th both amazement & severe affliction. Can it be possible, after 
all our severe struggle to save the Constitution; that upon the 
threshold of victory, with the execrable enemy ready to sink, they 
will ever yield to the idea of joining the Conservatives, & thereby, 
induct the little execrable, contemptible expunger into the Senate 
& pass by our Leigh & Tyler? I exceedingly deplore the seem- 
ing prospect of it, & dread the strong probability of its happen- 
ing. But for my sudden & most unexpected illness, I fully con- 
templated passing a good portion of the Session at Richmond. 

However, I am well known to a good many of the Whig 
members in both houses of the legislature, to whom, if you 
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please, exhibit this letter. I trust they will all rally to the Stand- 
ard of Whigism, & not disgrace & ruin their country. 
Most respectfully D r Sir 

Y r most ob. Hum. Ser*. 

Carter Beverley. 

I should indeed be very much pleased to hear from you, & 
to know all about what may be our eventual condition. It would 
be exceedingly gratifying to me to hear from you personally, & 
hope to do so. 

Should you write, be pleas'd to direct your letter to the X 
Roads near Mattox Bridge, Westmoreland County, Virg". 

C. B. 



Levi Jones to T. W. Gilmer. 

House of Representatives, 
Washington, Texas, 3 rd Jany '43. 
Hon. T. W. Gilmer, 
D T Sir, 

We understand here that most unfounded impressions pre- 
vail among the members of your Congress, in regard to the de- 
sire felt by the people of Texas for annexation, and fear that it 
may greatly injure us if suffered to operate upon the action of 
your government. We have, therefore, a declaration now writ- 
ten out to be signed by the members of our Congress of all 
parties and which will be transmitted to you and others of our 
known friends, showing that 9 tenths of us are heartily for it, 
but have not time to procure the signatures by this packet to N 
Orleans. 

The messenger who takes this to Galveston is now waiting 
on me and consequently I have not time to say more than that I 
should be especially gratified to have by the earliest possible 
time your most candid opinion upon the question & prospect of 
annexation, because it might reach here in time to affect the 
action of our houses here before adjournment, which will be 
sometime in Febry prox . 
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It would give me the truest satisfaction to salute you and 
Mrs. G. on the Brazos in the United States, and I beg you to 
believe me always with the truest regard 

Your friend Levi Jones, 

of Galveston. 



James Buchanan to Thomas W. Gilmer. 

Lancaster 20 October 1843. 
My dear Sir, 

I have received your much honored epistle & have pondered 
deeply the words of wisdom which it contains. The result of 
my reflections is that the pear, (as some one said of the Russian 
Empire) may become rotten before it grows ripe. Those who 
are foredoomed always act with the folly necessary to accom- 
plish their fate : and I very much fear that this will be the des- 
tiny of the great Democratic party. Ritchie & Virginia at his 
back will accomplish the nomination of M r Van Buren. With- 
out their support he never would have been a candidate: and I 
fear, nay I believe that he cannot be elected if the result should 
depend on the vote of the Keystone. I shall strain every nerve 
for him ; but unless public opinion should greatly change, it will 
all be in vain. It is impossible, I think, for any candid man to 
mingle among the people of the State without forming such an 
opinion. I have this moment received a letter from one of our 
ablest, & most honest politicians whose views upon the subject 
I had not before known, containing the following sentiment: "I 
express, in the spirit of sorrow, my sincere conviction, that 
should M r . Van Buren be forced upon the party, as appears to 
be the determination of his friends, as our Presidential candi- 
date, M r . Clay's conquest of Pennsylvania will be an easy one, 
and, I apprehend, the Democracy would sustain as complete a 
rout throughout the Union as was experienced in 1840." But 
enough of these gloomy forebodings. 

I have been living very quietly at home & have not raised a 
finger or stirred a step towards my own elevation. I should 
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most gladly surrender any trifling prospect ahead to secure 
peace and unanimity in the party. Would that there were some 
good man on whom we might all rally ! 

In our Delegation to Congress we have elected eleven Demo- 
crats & the Whigs have elected thirteen: when we have clear 
majorities in at least seventeen if not eighteen of the Districts. 
The Democratic majority for our Canal Commissioners will be 
about 14,000 probably 15,000: & the Legislature, in both its 
branches, will be Democratic by handsome majorities. I shall 
be curious to learn, but this has not yet been ascertained which 
party has the majority in the aggregate vote for members of 
Congress. Of course this letter is strictly confidential. 

In the hope of meeting you in fine health & buoyant spirits at 
the meeting of Congress & hearing from you in the interim, I 
remain 

Sincerely your friend 

James Buchanan. 

Hon. Thomas W. Gilmer. 

P. S. I go to Philadelphia on Monday for a week or ten 
days. 



Private 

B. Kennon to Thomas W. Gilmer.* 

Bureau of Construction 

Equipt. & Repairs 
Sir. Febry 22 nd . 1844. 

I was gratified when I first heard that we were to have you at 
our head— for several reasons & among the rest for this reason. 
I want a Virginian to complete what a Virginian commenced — 
to wit, the regeneration, & reorganization, of the Navy. Who 
ever will do this good work will deserve, & receive, a nations 
thanks, & a nations reward! I have always believed that the 
shortest cut to the Presidential Chair lies through the department 

•Six days after the date of this letter both the writer (Commodore Ken- 
non) and the writee (Thomas W. Gilmer, recently appointed Secretary of 
the Navy) were killed on board the Princeton by the explosion of a gnn. 
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of the Navy! You are in a position favourable to taking that 
short cut! That the Navy is a favorite of the whole people of 
the U. States every one knows; it has been dreadfully managed 
is a melancholy truth, that it is in a disordered condition is self 
evident. But Sfir nothing is easier to do than to restore it to 
perfect order & harmony & discipline; and to make it all that it 
should be, all that the People desire it should be. You have but 
to wish it & you can (before you go out of office) effect this 
greatly wished for change. 

Two things alone are wanting — Viz : a code of Rules & Regu- 
lations, which are all ready prepared, if you will adopt them 
or have them adopted by Congress, and a slight addition to the 
present organization of this Department. Its present organiza- 
tion is very well so far as it goes, but it does not go far enough. 

I have not the vanity to propose a plan to you — allow me 
tho to direct your attention to the plan upon which the War 
Dept : is organized — it was the work of Mr. Calhoun, & its prac- 
tical operations are regarded as almost perfect. There is no 
reason why it may not (with slight modification) be adapted to 
the wants of the Navy — a Fleet is but an army on the water: 
its organization may be almost identically the same as that of an 
Army — indeed the French Navy & its army are one. I mean as 
to organization and their organization hardly admits of improve- 
ment. 

In the organization of his Department the great desideratum 
is to place a naval officer, or officers, between the Secretary and 
all matters of nautical detail — both as to persons & things. This 
point, & object, has been fully answered & attained, in the War 
Department by its peculiar organization. The duties that are 
performed by Gen 1 Scott and the Adjutant General relieve the 
Secretary of War entirely of that drudgery to which the Secre- 
tary of the Navy is liable — leaving him leisure to direct and 
arrange the higher duties of his station. The Ministerial duties 
of the Secretary of the Navy & the management of the pecuniary 
concerns of the office & the legal questions constantly arising 
alone constitute a mass of duty equal to the physical, not to name 
the mental strength of any one man: indeed if he had the 
strength & the ability to do more — there would be found yet an 
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insufficiency of time for it: there are not hours enough in the 
day for any one man to give his personal attention to the details 
of the various divisions of duty of this Department. But as it is 
now organized much of this kind of duty devolves upon him & 
which serves only to withdraw his attention from other more im- 
portant & more appropriate matters. We want a Commander 
in Chief, & a Naval Adjutant, to do in this Dept: What Genl 
Scott & the Adjutant Genl does in the War Dept. You would 
then find leisure for reflection & for systematizing the whole 
Service & for bringing order out of this Chaos into which every 
thing naval is plunged. Upon the proper organization of the 
Service also depends economy & retrenchment, which cannot be 
reached in any other way. That there is great waste in the 
Navy — and extravagance no one will deny, but why is it? It is 
for the reason above assigned — a want of system, order & regu- 
larity, and above all for the want of personal responsibility. 

Until there is a proper division of duty & until each individual 
is allowed to do his own appropriate duty (without being inter- 
fered with by irresponsible advisers controlling him through the 
head of the department, as in times past was sometimes the 
case), and especially until each Chief of a Bureau be left to act 
at his own discretion in respect to technical matters & upon his 
personal responsibility in the management of the details of his 
Bureau, — it is in vain to hope for good results. This Bureau 
especially has hitherto laboured under a sort of paralysis, caused 
by the existing State of our whole system — doubtless time is 
consumed, that need not be consumed, preparing things for Sea 
even after they are built. I once knew a ship of 50 Guns launched 
in less than fifty days from the laying of her keel ! Surely her 
equipment should be ready for her before she is launched, & 
could be with ease prepared before needed under a proper system. 

The field before you Sir is a wide one, & a glorious one, the 
hopes & expectations of your friends are great. I trust that no 
one will be disappointed, & that your administration of the affairs 
of the Navy may be hereafter referred to as a new era in its his- 
tory. With my best wishes for your success, 
I remain Very Respectfully 
Your ob'. Servt. B. Kennon. 
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Mrs. Julia G. Tyler to Mrs. Gardiner. 

Monday Morning.* 
My dear Mama — 

My letter did not get off on Saturday as the boat passed with- 
out stopping. I have opened it before sending it this morning 
to slip in these few lines. I see it stated that urgent proposi- 
tions were made by a committee from the convention to Gen. 
Scott to take command of the V a . forces — not a word of it is 
true. He has never been invited in any form. All Virginians 
who have returned home have done so voluntarily and not one 
by invitation. Gen 1 . Lee was beseeched to remain in the U. S. 
Army at Washington. He is that splendiH officer who was so 
brave in the Mexican War that you have heard me speak often 
of, the son-in-law of George Washington Parke Custis who re- 
sided at Arlington near Washington. Gen 1 . Lee is working night 
& day. He has two sons who have also left their homes & fam- 
ilies to do active service. The more wicked the northern move- 
ment becomes, the more determined to defend their cause be- 
comes the south and every man will take to his rifle if necessary. 
You never saw or heard of such calm & resolute feeling as pre- 
vails. They feel they are right, and would all rather die than 
give up. It will be a desperate conflict if carried on as every 
State here South is now fully prepared, besides the active pre- 
paration that will continue to go on. As for the blockade which 
exists it does more harm to the north than the South by a great 
deal, but as long as Mr. Lincoln chooses to keep it up he may. 
It does no sort of harm to this people; by and by the northern- 
ers will resent it themselves. We have no water communication 
with Norfolk now in consequence of a man of war stand'g off 
Newport News. We shall go down to Hampton shortly to look 
after things, in our carriage next week. 

I should not be surprised if it became impossible to communi- 
cate with you again, though I shall often try. 

In haste Your afTec daughter 

Julia. 

♦This letter appears to have been written in April, 1861. See Letters and 
Times of the Tylers, II, 649. 
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Montgomery Blair to Robert Tyler. * ' 
Dear Sir 

Yrs of 31 came duly to hand. I spoke to my father about it 
& we will lend you a helping hand. 

It occurs to me to say that if a statement I have recently 
heard be true you can put it (in) our power greatly to help you 
& many others similarly situated. 

The statement I refer to is this that Stanton wrote letters to 
your father after the Peace Convention in 61 urging action in 
the direction of secession. This would confirm Hon. Albert J. 
Burns' speech in relation to Stanton made in the Confederate 
Congress last winter. Stanton has got to be the Boanerges of 
the ultra abolitionists, and it concerns you & all whom those peo- 
ple are seeking to disfrancise to enable us to destroy him & that 
speedily. If such letters exist, I would like to get hold of them 
& there can be no impropriety in using them against such a man. 
I am lead to believe that a M r . Forman has possession of yr 
father's papers — but you would know about that. 

The fact is indisputable that Stanton was intimate with your 
father during the Peace Convention & from what he said to 
Burns is most likely to have concurred fully with your father's 
views. Evidence of that fact under this man's hand would be 
of incalculable importance to the country at this moment. 

Yrs truly M. Blair. 



VIRGINIA DECLARED IN REBELLION. 

BY THE KING. 

A Proclamation. 
For Suppressing Rebellion and Sedition. 

GEORGE R. 

Whereas many of our subjects in divers parts of our colonies 
and plantations in North America, misled by dangerous and ill- 
designing men, and foregoing the allegiance which they owe to 
the power that has protected and sustained them, after various 
disorderly acts committed in disturbance of the public peace, to 

* There is no date to this letter, but it was evidently written sometime in 
the year 1865. 



